
the state tournament, but
played Legion B ball for North-
ridge during the summer.

“Last year I came up to hit
and was nervous,” Hegstad
said. “This year I wasn’t nerv-
ous at all until
I ran out on
the field.
Then I was
nervous.”

Actually,
the team
seemed to
relax a little
too much
after the big
second
inning.

“We’ve got to stay focused,”
Radliff said. “I think we lost it a
little bit about halfway through,
but then we got back in it.”

All season, GoJo has played
seven inning games, but during
the state tournament the games
go nine innings.

“If that’s a seven-inning
game, it’s no big deal and we
win by six,” GoJo coach Mike
Huston said. “But nine innings
is a long game. I told them at the
time that they needed to stay
focused, and I told them again
after the game. Nine-inning
games are a totally different
game.”

Between Hegstad and Radliff,
the Nos. 4 and 5 hitters, they
combined to go 7-for 10. That
carried over to the rest of the
team, which ended up with 15
total hits.

“That first pitcher, we were
both right on,” Hegstad said of
himself and Radliff. “Usually,
the curveball ties me up a little
bit, but I got it. Then I saw some
nice fastballs later.”

■ NOTES … GoJo added
three more in the fourth and
one each in the seventh and
eighth innings. Derrick Orte-
gon-Chacon came in to relieve
starter B.J. Baack in the eighth
and closed out the game. Cherry
Creek scored two in the eighth,
but those runs were charged to
Baack. … GoJo came in as the
sixth seed while Cherry Creek
was No. 3. GoJo was the third
team in four games to upset a
higher seed during the first
round of the tournament. …

Baack walked five and gave up
eight hits, but held the Bruins to
just six runs, only four of which
were earned. He also struck out
seven including No. 5 hitter
Tyler Evan four times. … Cherry
Creek will face Columbine
today at 11:30 a.m. in an elimina-
tion game.
GoJo 050 300 110 — 1015 2
Cherry Creek 100 201 020 — 6 9 3

GoJo — B.J. Baack (W, 8H, 4ER, 5BB, 7SO), Derrick
Ortegon-Chacon (8th, 1H, 0ER, 1BB, 1SO) and Matt
Mansfield. 2B — Erik Hegstad, Nigel Radliff. 3B —
Radliff, Matt Stewart. HR — Mansfield (1 on in 2nd).
RBI — Brandon Dummett, Hegstad, Radliff 2, Stewart
3, Mansfield 2.

Cherry Creek — Jason Fisher (L, 9H, 8ER, 2BB, 2SO),
Jeremy Strom (4th, 0H, 1ER, 5SO) and Brian Brubaker.
2B — Brubaker. RBI — J. D. Padzik 2, J. T. Kauffman,
Brubaker, David Schreiber.

■ Ralston Valley 10, Niwot
9: In an upset special, No. 8 seed
Ralston Valley scored five runs
in the top of the ninth to knock
off No. 1 seed Niwot.

Ralston Valley racked up 12
hits — just two for extra bases
— during the victory. Niwot had
13 hits but couldn’t plate enough
runs for the win. Tyler Mash-
burn led Ralston Valley with a
triple and 2 RBI while Colby
Lindsey added a double and an
RBI and Levi Tapia had 2 RBI.

Niwot didn’t use it’s No. 1
pitcher, Steve Lux, so expect to
see him face off against No. 4
seed Standley Lake in today’s 9
a.m. consolation game.

Ralston Valley now faces
Fairview at 4 p.m. today in the
winner’s bracket, while Niwot
faces Standley Lake at 9 a.m. in
an elimination game.
Ralston Valley 210 000 025 — 1012 4
Niwot 301 010 310 — 9 13 4

Ralston Valley — Brian Ferrans (13H, 7ER, 1BB,
6SO), Michael Svejar (W, 8th, 0H, 0ER, 3BB, 1SO) and
Sam Landis. 2B — Colby Lindsey. 3B — Tyler Marsh-
burn. RBI — Justin Roush, Landis, Levi Tapia 2, Sveg-
ar, Mashburn 2, Lindsey.

Niwot — Andy Dick (6H, 3ER, 2BB, 3SO), Matt King
(8th, 2H, 1ER, 2BB, 1SO), Mike Zurlengo (8th, 3H, 4ER,
0BB, 1SO), Joe Borrego (1H, 1ER, 0BB, 3SO) and Tim
Kanaday. 2B — Steve Lux, Mike Olsen 2, Sean Ratliff.
3B — Drew Hirschon. HR — Olsen (1 on in 7th). RBI —
Hirshon, Olsen 3, Dick 2, Ratliff, Joel Lahman.

■ Fairview 10, Standley
Lake 2: In one of the most high-
ly touted games of the tourna-
ment, No. 5 seed Fairview
walked away with a victory
against No. 4 seed Standley
Lake.

Fairview drew first blood in
the top of the first with two,
added another in the fourth,
three in the seventh and four
more in the eighth to seal the
deal. Three Fairview pitchers
spread eight Standley Lake hits
over nine innings, walking just
three and striking out six. Kevin
Russo hit a three-run homer for
Fairview in the seventh and fin-
ished the day with 5 RBI for the
defending state champions.

Fairview now faces Ralston
Valley at 4 p.m. today, while
Standley Lake faces Niwot in a
consolation game at 9 a.m.

Fairview 200 100 340 — 1013 6
Standley Lake 010 010 000 — 2 8 4

Fairview — Erik Olsen (4H, 0ER, 3BB, 4SO), Jon
Allen (6th, 3H, 0ER, 0BB, 1SO), Calder Hendrickson
(9th, 1H, 0ER, 0BB, 1SO). 2B — Eric Wetzel. 3B — Cody
Montgomery. HR — Kevin Russo (2 on in 7th). RBI —
Montgomery 2, Russo 5, Olsen, Ruchard Kent.

Standley Lake — Travis Fox (8H, 5ER, 3BB, 4SO),
Nicholas Painz (7th, 5H, 2ER, 0BB, 0SO) and James
Walker. 2B — Andy Dayarmond, Scott Andrews, T.J.
Devan. RBI — none.

■ Pueblo Elks 8, Colum-
bine 3: No. 2 seed Pueblo was
the first and only favorite to win
Saturday with a victory against
No. 7-seeded Columbine.

The Elks blew open the game
late with four runs in the bottom
of the eighth. That took care of
any steam Columbine had in the
later innings. The Rebels were
doomed by five errors to just
one by Pueblo.

Pueblo’s Josh Cooper pitched
all nine innings, giving up just
seven hits, two earned runs and
striking out six. He survived
walking 12 batters for the win.

Offensively, Pueblo was led
by Brandon Alfonza, who had a
double and a triple.

Pueblo now faces Greeley
GoJo 6:30 p.m. today, while
Columbine faces Cherry Creek
in an elimination game.
Columbine 000 300 000 — 3 7 5
Pueblo 111 001 04X — 8 11 1

Columbine — Brice Wells (8H, 5ER, 3BB, 9SO),
Ben Hackett (3H, 3ER, 1BB, 0SO and Marc Wells. 2B
— Miguel Vicuna. RBI — Vicuna 2.

Pueblo — Josh Cooper (7H, 2ER, 12BB, 6SO) and
Nick Pickerel. 2B — Mike Martinez, Art Stawski,
Brandon Alfonza. 3B — Alfonza. RBI — Chris Gallina,
Pickerel, Ed Borunda.

Sunday, Aug. 4, 2002 TRIBUNE   C7

A
MarketShare
Touch Down!

The Greeley Tribune’s Football Preview is designed to kick off the football
season with features on local High Schools and the University of Northern
Colorado. These features will be focused on getting to know the teams,
their players and who to watch in the upcoming season. This is a must
read for any local football fan and you have the opportunity to sell your
product or service to this highly 
selective group of sports readers.

Advertising in the Football Preview 2002 gives your business exposure to
48,600 sports readers in Weld County. Don’t miss your opportunity to
capture your fair share of the local sports market.

Sales and copy deadlines: Friday, August 16 at Noon

Publish date: Thursday, August 29, 2002

For more information or to get your ad 
placed in this special edition contact your 
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Flip and Clip Some 
Great Back to School Savings!

There are some great values coming your way in August. The Tribune’s monthly coupon book contains
savings on products and services offered by local businesses to help you stretch your shopping dollar.

LOOK FOR THE AUGUST 2002 COUPON BOOK IN THE
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7TH ISSUE OF THE…

Your Home. Your News.

LOOKING FOR SOMETHING to
pass the time over the next few
days?

There’s a little something going
on here in town that could fit the
bill, and it’s a heck of a lot more fun
than watching some spoiled multi-
millionaire snobs play ball on the ol’
tube, too.

Come out to Butch Butler and
watch some baseball played the way
it’s supposed to be played. You
remember: Guys hustling down to
first base on a routine ground ball;
power-hitters bunting a teammate to
second during a crucial spot in the
game; kids who are pitching because
they love to pitch, not because they
make $4,000 every time they bring
one home.

The Greeley GoJo American
Legion A baseball team is playing
host to the eight best summer league
teams in the state today though

Wednesday. The stands should be
full.

Sure, if you want to spend $10 on
parking, $30 on a couple of tickets
and who knows how much for a
cold dog and a warm beer, you can
help pay some of Rockies pitcher
Mike Hampton’s $121 million salary.

Or you can drop a couple dollars
to support some of the best high
school players in the state and see
some quality baseball in the process.

“I think this is a lot more excit-
ing,” GoJo pitcher Derrick Ortegon-
Chacon said. “There’s a lot more at
stake for us than the majors. We
have to prove ourselves every game.
For them, there’s always another day.
For most of us, this is probably our
last chance or close to our last
chance.

“We’re trying to make a name for
ourselves.”

What that means is the baseball

being played at Butch Butler are
games played the way baseball is
supposed to be played.

“We bust our butts every day and
don’t get a penny,” Ortegon-Chacon
said. “It’s for the love of the game.
Our games have a lot more hustle,
and I think people will get a lot
more out of our games than theirs.”

Coaches at this level don’t typically
put up with show-boating, which runs
rampant at the higher levels.

“You’re not going to see earrings
and stuff like that out here,” GoJo

pitcher B.J. Baack said. “No one out
here is moaning and groaning about
our salaries. We’re just here to play.”

Plus, the best are coming to our
own back yard. It’s not like GoJo is
the only team worth watching at this
tournament. Niwot comes in as the
No. 1 seed and has some impressive
players to watch. And in this tourna-
ment, most of the teams are pretty
evenly matched, so the field is wide
open for the top spot.

“We faced a great pitcher from
(Boulder’s) Fairview the other day,”
GoJo shortstop Erik Hegstad said.
“That’s probably what we’re going to
see from everyone here.”

If you think a game isn’t real
unless it goes nine innings, you’re
still in luck. While most Legion A
teams play seven-inning games dur-
ing the summer, the state tourna-
ment features nine-inning games.

If you’re still not convinced, and

you’re still looking to see big names,
keep in mind that you may just have
the opportunity to see a future hero
without having to mortgage the
house to do it.

After all, this state tournament is
the same one that Colorado Rockies
pitcher Shawn Chacon played in
when he was in high school at Gree-
ley Central.

“He’s no different than these
kids,” said GoJo coach Mike Huston,
who coached Chacon in high school
and for GoJo. “These kids are trying
for the same thing.”

So come on down to Butch Butler
and take in a game. It’s a bargain
that’s hard to pass up.

Ross Maak is a sportswriter for
the Greeley Tribune who covers
Legion baseball in the summer. Con-
tact him at (970) 352-0211 Ext. 222 or
via e-mail maak@greeleytrib.com.

Forget the overpaid pros, here’s real baseball

BY ROSS MAAK
maak@greeleytrib.com

FORT MORGAN — Pueblo
Centennial crashed Eaton’s
state championship party Satur-
day afternoon with a 10-9 victo-
ry over the Reds.

Since Eaton
hadn’t lost in
the tourna-
ment and
Pueblo lost its
first-round
game, the two
will face off
again today in
a winner-take-
all contest.

“We just
came out a little bit too much
like we’d been here before,” said
Eric Kelly, who started the game
on the mound for Eaton. “I don’t
think we came out as serious as
we could have.”

Still, Eaton never let up after
falling behind 2-0, 4-3, 6-5 and
10-8 in a see-saw game.

“It was a good game, and
they threw their best guy,”
Kelly said. “But we’ve saved
Jordan (Hungenberg) and
Dusty (Dominguez) just in
case this happened.”

Now, Eaton would like noth-
ing more than to be the ones
celebrating today after a victory.

Eaton made it interesting in
the bottom of the seventh. Trail-
ing 10-8, Hungenberg led off
with a walk and advanced to
second on Tyler Garretson’s
one-out single.

Junior Barrios reached on a
fielder’s choice, advancing Hun-
genberg to third. Hungenberg
then scored when Dominguez
reached on an error.

That left runners at the cor-
ners with two outs and a 10-9
game. Kelly then struck out to

end the game.
“There were some cases

when we had our chances, like
my last at-bat, but we did all we
could,” Kelly said. “It was a great
game. It was hard-fought.”

Now, Kelly would like to
exact a little revenge on Pueblo,
which celebrated after the game
like the team had already won
the state championship.

“We’ll just picture in our
heads them celebrating,” Kelly
said of today’s game. “We’ll use
that as fuel to go out there and
get them.”

■ NOTES … Kelly was the
only Eaton player with more
than one hit. He was 2-for-4
with a double and 2 RBI. …
Eaton had just six hits while
Pueblo racked up 16. … Each
team used three different pitch-
ers. … Eaton scored nine runs
but had just 4 RBI as a team.
Three scored on wild pitches
and two on errors.

Pueblo 220 202 2 — 10 16 3
Eaton 320 003 1 — 9 6 1

Pueblo — Tim Ives (5H, 4ER, 7BB, 7SO), John Miku-
las (0H, 2ER, 4BB, 0SO), Anthony Alarid (W, 1H, 0ER,
0BB, 1SO) and Joey Ham. 2B — John Sandoval, Chad
Richardson, Ives 2, Tim Owens, Ham. HR — Richard-
son (1 on in 4th). RBI — A.J. Arrietta, Sandoval,
Richardson 3, Ives 3, Owens.

Eaton — Eric Kelly (4H, 2ER, 1BB, 0SO), Mike Juda
(6H, 2ER, 2BB, 3SO), Dusty Dominguez (6H, 4ER, 0BB,
2SO) and Travis Anderson. 2B — Kelly, Josh Noblitt.
RBI — Dominguez, Kelly 2, Jordan Nation.

Eaton’s out 
for revenge
in title game
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We just came out a 
little bit too much like
we’d been here before.

— Eric Kelly
Eaton pitcher
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We’ve got to stay focused. 

— Nigel Radliff
Greeley GoJo player
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