Longtime Eaton
baseball coaches
know what it takes
to build winning team

BY T.M. FASANO
Groaley Tribune

EATON — Eaton head baseball coach
Jim Danley and his longtime assistant Bob
Ervin are into making history these days.

When Danley and Ervin
® Alookat took over the Reds way
the region  backin 1972, all they want-
teams /B3 ©d to do was make some

kind of out of the
program.
Some would say that they overextended
themselves.

Around noon on Saturday, Danley and
Ervin could be a part of something that no

ry of Colorado high
school baseball,
A win over Holy
Family (12-6) mlhe
Class 3A Region |
semifinals, which
starts ar 10 a.m. Sat-
urday at Butch Butler
Field, would be
Eaton’s 43rd straight,
an all-time state
record that would
pass Valley (1979-81)
and Grand Junction
(1960-62) on the consecutive wins list.
Top-ranked Eaton (18-0) would then
face the winner of Paonia and Falcon in the
regional championship game at 3 p.m for a
berth in the Final Four May 21-22 in Den-
ver.
In the other 3A playoff regional of in-
terest to Weld County baseball fans, Roo-

A sevelt (13-4) wravels 1o
Pueblo's Runyon
Field fora Region 4
game against D'Eve-
Tyn (9-10) at 12:30
p.m. A Rough Riders
win would put them in

coaching summer
= baseball together in
1960,

They've been together so long, they're
finishing each other's sentences.
“We know what each other is going 10
say before he says it," Danley joked.
Danley's and Ervin's 28-vear tenure
with Eaton’s high school baseball
team has spanned the Nixon Ad-

AT LEFT:
Eaton's head
coach Jim
Danley, right,
and assistant
coach Bob
Ervin have
been coaching
| baseball
N | together for 31
J vears, 28 of
those at Eaton.
Danley and
Ervin will try to
guide their
teamto a
state-record
43rd straight
win on
Saturday.

RICHARD M.
HACKETT
Greeley Tribune

BOTTOM
INSET: Danley,
left, and Ervin
ina 1972
photo.

Together forever

ministration, Ford Administration, Carter
Administration, Reagan Administration,
Bush Administration and is on the tail end
of the Clinton Administration.

They've made it through the Beach
Boys, Hardy Boys and Backstreet Boys,
while “watching the younger generation
wear platform shoes, bell bottoms, leisure
suits, bluck Chuck Taylor Converse high
tops, white Air Jordan medium cuts and
now back to bell bottoms,

The one outfit that went unchanged over
all the years was the pinstripes of the Eaton
Reds.

They're the Hope and Crosby, Carson
and McMahon and Batman and Robin of
Colorado baseball, They've been around
longer than traffic on Interstate 25,

Danley coaches third base. Ervin
coaches first base. The 5-foot-8 Danley
used to have hair. The 6-3 Ervin used to

See COACHES, Page B3








